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“Karadi Tales…bring[s] to life wonderful and
unusual stories from cultures around the world.”
– Brain Pickings

Karadi Tales is a children’s publishing house
based in Chennai, India. Its beautiful line of
picture books has been listed in the White
Ravens and IBBY lists, and has received
international accolades. Several international
publishers have made the titles available in a
number of different foreign editions, including
Korean, Bahasa, Thai, Mandarin, Swedish,
Danish, German, French, Italian and Spanish.

The Karadi Tales Company Pvt. Ltd.
3A, Dev Regency, 11, First Main Road,
Gandhinagar, Adyar, Chennai 600020. INDIA
email: shobha@karaditales.com
Tel: +91 - 44 - 42054243

www.karaditales.com

Looking for Laddoo
Have you seen a dog - small, white, and with brown spots,
who responds to the name, Laddoo?
Could he be wandering around the lush campus of the
Theosophical Society? Or, perhaps, taking a stroll down
Marina beach? How far could little Ladoo have travelled?
Join Karthik and his veterinarian mother Shankari as they
weave through the many iconic landscapes of Chennai sweeping beaches, historical buildings, bustling roads
lined with buildings soaked in history, and quiet streets
with leafy canopies, as they help animals around the city
and also go looking for Laddoo.
This third book in the Karadi Tales City Series is eloquently
written by Aparna Karthikeyan, designed and illustrated
in stunning watercolours by Tanvi Parulkar.

48 pp. Size 9" x 9"
Author: Aparna Karthikeyan
Illustrator: Tanvi Parulkar

Waiting for Turtles
Rights sold: Telugu (India)
Samrat is giddy with excitement. He and his mother
Seema, a sea-turtle researcher, are headed to Tarmugli
island in the hopes of observing nesting turtles. On a
quiet, empty beach, under a blanket of stars, they wait.
Will the turtles come?
Pankaj Sekhsaria’s beautiful story is an awe-inspiring
look at these elusive creatures, while Vipin Sketchplore's
stunning illustrations capture the lush landscape of the
island and the glistening waters of the ocean exquisitely.

32 pp. Size 9" x 9"
ISBN: 978-81-947324-3-3
Author: Pankaj Sekhsaria
Illustrator: Vipin Sketchplore

Ooh, What’s That?!
Dadu seems to be hiding something under his
kurta! Ooh, what could it be? Is it something
special Dadu has for Anu?
Find out in this sweet story written by
Labanya Ghosh, that is complemented by quirky
illustrations by Partha Sengupta.
Labanya Ghosh
Partha Sengupta

Size 9" x 9"
Author: Labanya Ghosh
Illustrator: Partha Sengupta

The Homework
Bhattu and Kittu completely forgot that they had
homework to do! Faced with the task of researching
a big mammal, they decide to take a shortcut and pester
their studious sister for information.
In this uproariously funny story by Ashwin Guha,
accompanied by Vaibhav Kumaresh's cheeky art, you
soon learn that when you mix distracted tutoring with
an overactive imagination, the result is a homework
assignment that is very hard to grade.
32 pp. Size 9" x 9"
ISBN: 978-81-944071-2-6
Author: Ashwin Guha
Illustrator: Vaibhav Kumaresh

Letters to Krisha
Krisha has a surprise waiting for her for when she
gets back to school after her operation. There's much
excitement about it amongst her classmates, all of whom
write her letters while she is away to keep her up to date
on the happenings at school. Let's just hope they don't
let slip what the surprise is!
Parinita Shetty writes a delightfully sweet story as a
series of letters, each more entertaining than the next,
while Sahitya Rani brings a chaotic classroom to life
with her gorgeous illustrations.
32 pp. Size 9" x 9"
ISBN: 978-81-9473-244-0
Author: Parinita Shetty
Illustrator: Sahitya Rani

Tracing Roots
Stories About Trees
For centuries, people have sought to make sense of the
world around them through stories, and this holds
true for trees as well. Why does the coconut have eyes?
How did a cobbler prove his wisdom with a tiny seed?
How did a jackfruit tree help Birbal solve a robbery?
Thatha takes Samar, Maya, Shyam, and Nisha all over
India and beyond through 12 stories that span
several cultures.
Mallika Ravikumar's retelling of myths, legends, and
folktales from different traditions will delight readers
young and old, while Swati Kharbanda's awe-inspiring
illustrations showcase the staggering beauty of the trees
that surround us.

92 pp. Size 9" x 9"
ISBN 978–81–9440–714–0
Author: Mallika Ravikumar
Illustrator: Swati Kharbanda

One Day Series
One Rainy Day
Rights sold: English (Canada)
Author Shobha Viswanath brings you a board book
that introduces children to numbers using
memorable elements from the Indian monsoon.
Brilliant paper-collage illustrations by artists
Ashwathy P. S. and Anusha Sundar bring to life this
simple counting book for a rainy day.

32 pp. Size 6” x 6”
ISBN 978-81-9365-428-6
Author: Shobha Viswanath
Illustrator: Ashwathy P. S.
and Anusha Sundar

What The Critics Say
"This beautifully illustrated book helps little
ones practice their 1,2,3s while they follow along
with all the fun things to do on a rainy day. Bright
and bold collage illustrations introduce a variety
of prints and materials as the reader journeys
through the stages of a rainy day--from the first
sign of clouds on the horizon to the rainbow in
the sky when the sun re-appears."
- Goodreads
"The vibrant and unique collage-style
illustrations are what differentiate One Rainy
Day from others in its genre. These images will
certainly capture interest and attention. ”
- ABQLA Bulletin, Quebec Library Association

"The two illustrators' collages are quite detailed
and deserve to be revisited to discover what may
have been missed on the first read-through...One
Rainy Day would make an excellent home
addition, and it's a “must” purchase by libraries
serving preschoolers. Highly Recommended"
- Canadian Review of Materials
"Each number from one to ten is beautifully
depicted on a jute mat... It is a timeless book that
shows visual storytelling at its best. Much after
the children have learned the numbers, they
can still look at the book for its beautiful art.
One Dark Cloud also makes for a good gift to
an early reader."
- Booked For Life

One Day Series
One Winter Day
It is a cold, snowy day in Kashmir, and the perfect time
to create something special. So let's get started! How
many different shapes can you spot? And how many
different things could you make with them?
Shobha Viswanath's simple, straightforward story
is beautifully complemented by Niloufer Wadia's
exquisite watercolour illustrations.

32 pp. Size 6” x 6”
ISBN 978-81-9440-710-2
Author: Shobha Viswanath
Illustrator: Niloufer Wadia

One Summer Day
“Amma and I are going to visit Appa this weekend, and
we're collecting some colours for him. Will you help us
find them wherever we go?”
This board book written by Akshaya Mohan is a
collection of all things summer, and is accompanied by
artist Preetha Mahendran's spectacular rendering of
the glorious hues that surround us.

24 pp. Size 6” x 6”
ISBN 978-81-9440-713-3
Author: Akshaya Mohan
Illustrator: Preetha Mahendran

Something’s Happening Series
40 pp. Size 6” x 6”
ISBN 978-81-9390-339-1
Rights sold: Chinese (China)

Something’s Moving!
Would you like to swing like a monkey, gallop like a horse, or leap like
a frog?
This children’s book in verse by Daya Subramanian introduces
different movements of animals, while the dynamic text and beautiful
illustrations in Indian folk art style by Anusha Sundar bring the birds
and animals to life.
48 pp. Size 6" x 6"
ISBN: 978-81-9390-333-9

Something’s Falling!
What drops from trees as branches sway?
What falls from the sky on a rainy day?
Find out in this stunning board book on falling objects, with text in verse
by Daya Subramanian and distinctive illustrations inspired by Indian folk
art by Ruchi Singh. The unique fold-out flaps will have the objects quite
literally falling oﬀ the pages!
34 pp. Size 6" x 6"
ISBN 978-81-9390-336-0

Something’s Missing!
Zainab is excited. She's getting ready for her first day of school.. But wait!
Something's missing. Help her find all the things she's looking for as she
makes her way through numbers 1 to 12, in this unique counting book.
Katy B introduces the concept of odd and even numbers in this fun story
that features dazzling patterned illustrations by artist Rayika Sen.

Something’s Floating!
On a wide and sparkling moat,
Something's floating…

34 pp. Size 6" x 6"
ISBN 978-81-9390-338-4

This cumulative journey introduces children to floating objects along the way.
Daya Subramanian's text is complemented by Rika Sakai's dream-like
illustrations in this concept book for toddlers.

34 pp. Size 6" x 6"
ISBN 978-93-9179-009-7

Something’s Hiding!
Colonel Nath says his uniform is called camouflage! But how could that
be?! Does he blend in with every landscape? Does he 'hide' like a tiger in
grass or a chameleon on a branch?
Pooja Sagar's ingenious story takes us down a little girl's wild
imagination, while Divya George's beautiful, detailed illustrations make
every page a game to identify several camouflaged creatures.

Rats Bigger than Cats

GLOW-INTHE-DARK
COVER

Rights sold: Thai, English (World), Greek (World)
See them lurking on the street
Find them playing, watch them eat
Shadows tall and tails hairy
Are they cute, or just plain scary?
They're rats bigger than cats!
Maegan Dobson Sippy explores the colourful secret
lives of nocturnal animals in this cheeky story written in
verse, while artist Adrija Ghosh peppers the illustrations
with delightful details that are as riveting as they are
memorable.
28 pp. Size 9" x 9"
ISBN 978-81-9440-711-9
Author: Maegan Dobson Sippy
Illustrator: Adrija Ghosh

Leopard In Mumbai
A bite of vada pav, a drive through the
Bandra-Worli Sea Link, a photo stop at
Haji Ali Dargah: Leopard just wants to
do some everyday Mumbai things,
but can't quite figure out why she's
making everyone so nervous.
Lubaina Bandukwala tells the tale
of a baffled spotted tourist, while
Allen Shaw's hilarious illustrations
recreate a situation based on a
true story.

36 pp. Size 14" x 7"
ISBN 978-81-9390-334-6
Author: Lubaina Bandukwala
Illustrator: Allen Shaw

Cat, Come Back!

ACCORDION
FORMAT!

Written by Lavanya Karthik in verse, Cat, Come Back!
enlists the reader on a mission to find a cheeky,
wandering pet.
Artists Ayeshe Sadr and Ishaan Dasgupta use stunning
illustrations and an accordion-style format that goes all
around the world and then comes full circle.
Shortlisted for the Neev Book Award 2021

32 pp. Size 4" x 8"
ISBN: 978-81-9390-332-2
Author: Lavanya Karthik
Illustrator: Ayeshe Sadr and
Ishaan Dasgupta

Cat’s Egg
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group

How long does it take to hatch a kitten? Cat isn't sure,
but she would rather be snacking or napping. Join her
as she looks around for a babysitter for her mysterious
golden egg. She seeks help from her baffled friend Dog,
a crow, a koel, and a turtle, for as we all know, it takes
a village to raise an egg.
Aparna Karthikeyan's delightfully humorous prose
is complemented by Christine Kastl's art that has an
almost three-dimensional quality to it. Together, they
take you on a feline adventure quite unlike any other.

36 pp. Size 9.6" x 9.5"
ISBN 978-81-9365-422-4
Author: Aparna Karthikeyan
Illustrator: Christine Kastl

What The Critics Say
“Kastl's artwork offers a playfully skewed sense
of scale, as though from the perspectives of the
animals...readers will enjoy knowing better than
Cat that kittens don't come from eggs.”
- Publishers Weekley
“The artwork has an exotic feel and draws the
reader into the story with color and expression.
A cute story with an important message for pet
health."
- Youth Services Book Review

"Kastl's illustrations are playful and soft, giving
the pages an uncluttered feel. The spatial
creativity on display allows readers to see the
story from the animals' perspectives...
Karthikeyan's wry text develops its feline and
canine characters well..."
- Kirkus Review
"Uniquely original and an altogether a fun read,
"Cat's Egg" is an especially recommended
addition to family, daycare center, preschool,
elementary school, and community library
picture book collections."
- Midwest Book Review

Star Struck
Are you a true blue lion who loves being in charge?
A dreamy-eyed fish who lives in an alternate universe?
Or a strong-willed bull who’s tardy, but determined?
Go on this zodiac adventure to discover what the stars
say about your personality traits.
Lavanya Karthik takes readers on a delightful journey
through the twelve signs in this book written in verse.
With sparkling illustrations by Abhilasha Dewan and
Lavanya Karthik, this book celebrates the glorious
galaxy of human nature.

Featured on GetLitt's list of Best Books of 2019

64 pp. Size 9" x 9"
ISBN 978-81-9338-896-9
Author: Lavanya Karthik
Illustrator: Abhilasha Dewan and
Lavanya Karthik
Art Direction: Pooja Dhingra

Get Off That Camel!
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group

From the time Meena was a baby, she's been obsessed
with camels. This fixation only becomes stronger when
she's gifted a real camel for her birthday! Absolutely
thrilled with her new pet, Meena simply refuses to get off
that camel!
This delightful story by veteran children's author
A.H. Benjamin is accompanied by Krishna Bala Shenoi's
vibrant, colourful illustrations, and promises to take
readers on a ride they'll never forget.

Shortlisted for the Peek-A-Book Children's Choice
Award 2019
Featured on GetLitt's list of Best Books of 2019

40 pp. Size 9" x 9"
ISBN 978-81-9390-331-5
Author: A.H. Benjamin
Illustrator: Krishna Bala Shenoi

What The Critics Say
"With its spare narrative, this story will appeal to
imaginative children, who will find humor in the
outlandish situations Meena and her camel find
themselves in. In a storytime setting, young
listeners will likely join in on the titular refrain,
“Get off that camel!” The detail-rich illustrations,
providing a fanciful window into everyday life in
India, encourage repeated browsing."
- Kirkus Review

"This quirky, funny story is accompanied by
delightful and ridiculous illustrations of the
many places Meena takes her camel, much to
the dismay of everyone else."
- The Barefoot Mommy

The Mountains of Mumbai
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group

Who knew Mumbai had mountains?
Can they ever compare to the beautiful
mountains of scenic Ladakh? A little girl
gives you one more reason to love this
incredible city.
Written by Labanya Ghosh, this book
features a series of stunning visuals in
watercolour by Pallavi Jain that capture
the essence of Mumbai.
40 pp. Size 14" x 7"
ISBN 978-81-9365-429-3
Author: Labanya Ghosh
Illustrator: Pallavi Jain

Winner, Neev Book Award, 2020

What The Critics Say
“Climb every mountain, whether it's in Mumbai
or Ladakh, what does it matter? If you look
with the eyes of love, you will see beauty.
The Mountains of Mumbai teaches us to look
again at our city and at our world.”
- Jerry Pinto, author

“The size of the book, in landscape format, is
unusual, attractive and immediately catches the
eye...The Mountains of Mumbai is a visual treat
and the illustrations do justice to its extralong
landscape size.”
- Parag Reads

“Jain's watercolor paintings are vivid and
detailed, reveling in the bustle of the city...
Veda and Doma's journey is punctuated with
recognizable landmarks (e.g., the Bandra-Worli
Sea Link bridge), making this an excellent book
for the armchair traveler as well. Readers who've
never been to Mumbai will want to visit while
those who love it will smile.”
- Kirkus Review

“...there's unremitting originality in Pallavi Jain's
supersaturated watercolors, which the Mumbai
tourism bureau would be wise to license...
Ghosh's message--that an open mind can conjure
a world of possibilities--should resonate with
readers wherever they happen to be.”
- Shelf Awareness

Letters to Ammi
A young girl traces her mother’s journey through the city
of Delhi, writing letters to her along the way. Every
monument holds a memory; every letter tells a story, and
Fatima wants nothing more than to show her beloved
Ammijaan that she is truly her mother’s daughter.
This moving book by Aftab Yusuf Shaikh, with stunning
photographs by Adrija Ghosh and Soumitra Ranade, is
a celebration of timeless human relationships.
40 pp. Size 9" x 9"
ISBN 978 -81-9338-893-8
Featured on GetLitt's list of Best Books of 2019
Shortlisted for the Neev Book Award 2020

Author: Aftab Yusuf Shaikh
Photographs by: Adrija Ghosh
and Soumitra Ranade

What The Critics Say
“Aftab Yusuf Shaikh's Letters to Ammi are like
epistles of life. Shaikh gives us a portrait of
the city on each page, ranging from Chandni
Chowk's aroma-filled streets to those of
Mehrauli teeming with the past and on to the
spiritual world of Nizamuddin Auliya, Jama
Masjid and more.”
- Ziya Us Salam, Associate Editor, Frontline
“Soft-flowing and permeated with the
disappearing art of letter writing, this beautiful
book takes you to a Delhi that does exist in our
real world, and yet more often is rather felt in
the heart than outside it. A lovely keepsake…
a necessary and charming addition to shelves
devoted to the world's great cities.”
- Mayank Austen Soofi,
blogger at thedelhiwalla.com, and
daily columnist on city life for Hindustan Times

“A wonderful, personal peek into the heart of
India's capital through poignant letters that tell
stories to bind you.”
- Paro Anand, writer, storyteller,
and children's literature activist
“If you've never been to New Delhi, then the
photos and illustrations in the book are a
spectacular introduction to the city's mixed
architecture, erstwhile yet contemporary roads,
lip-smacking grub, and the by-lanes of Chandni
Chowk...the simplicity with which complex
emotions about family and the city are written,
is what makes Letters to Ammi a heartwarming
tale. Each page of the book holds on to the past,
never failing to make us nostalgic in the present.”
- Outlook Traveller on Letters to Ammi.

Thatha’s Pumpkin
Shortlisted for the Neev Book Award 2021
What do you do with a pumpkin that’s bigger than your
head and barely fits on your table? Tia’s Thatha’s very
proud of it, regardless – for he grew it all by himself, like
magic! Now it’s Tia’s job to find homes for each little
wedge from the oversized fruit, and quickly too!
Lalita Iyer’s words provide hilarious insights into the
mind of an amateur gardener, while Proiti Roy’s
exquisitely textured illustrations map the eventful
journeys of each lovely slice.
40 pp. Size 9" x 9"
ISBN 978-81-9390-337-7
Author: Lalita Iyer
Illustrator: Proiti Roy

Shortlisted for the Neev Book Award 2021

What The Critics Say
"The illustrations in the book are exquisitely
textured that express the eventful journeys of
each lovely slice and enhance the
storytelling...The language used is quite simple
for kids to read and enjoy every page. The
quality of the pages is also very good...the
moral of the story, 'Sharing is fun' is very well
explained at the end."
- Kids Book Cafe

“The words are simple and the text lucid and
the prose is apt for 4-6-year-olds. The story
flow is continuous and quick, yet does not give
away the surprise waiting for the readers till the
end. The illustrations are appealing with childlike drawings coloured in wax crayons that
gives it a delightful texture. Children will be
tempted to copy these drawings and colour
them in! The text and font are easy to read, and
the pages are of high quality; thick and glossy –
in the tradition of any other Karadi Tales book."
- Kid Engage

What Did the Monster
Child Eat Today?
My breakfast was revolting
- it was simply divine.
My lunch was repulsive,
I liked it just f ine.
My dinner was ghastly
- it was pure gourmet.
You'll never believe
the things I ate today!
Sampurna Chattarji's clever use of hyperbole and
Vibha Surya's quirky illustrations bring a child's
monstrous imagination to life, and will leave you
shuddering and chuckling.
Featured on GetLitt's list of Best Books of 2019

32 pp. Size 9" x 9"
ISBN 978-81-8190-332-7
Author: Sampurna Chattarji
Illustrator: Vibha Surya

A Tangle of Brungles
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group

To conjure up the charming Mr. Brungle, a coven of
witches stirs up the Great Brungle Brew. For this they toss
in a lounge of lizards, a mischief of mice, and a quiver of
cobras among many others. Do they succeed?
This book, written in riotous verse by Shobha Viswanath,
and stunningly illustrated by Culpeo S. Fox, is a hilarious
twist on collective nouns.

36 pp. Size 9" x 9"
ISBN 978-81-8190-360-0
Author: Shobha Viswanath
Illustrator: Culpeo S. Fox

What The Critics Say
"A unique, fun, and magical read from cover to
cover, "A Tangle of Brungles" is especially and
highly recommended addition to family,
elementary school, and community library
picture book collections."
- Midwest Book Review
“The collective nouns range far and wide, as the
witches toss in a kaleidoscope of butterflies, a
clew of worms, a paddle of ducks, and many
more. An offbeat blend of education and
mayhem, themed just right for Halloween.”
- Kirkus Review

“The illustrations are comical and chaotic (much
like a witches brew I suppose) This is a super fun
read at Halloween and what a great way to teach
collective nouns."
- Kiss the Book
“A Tangle of Brungles is a lively, clever story that
will entrance and educate readers of all ages. The
witty verse teaches readers new vocabulary and
keeps them laughing at the same time, and the
phenomenal illustrations add new dimensions to
the already brilliant text. The two artists work
together perfectly, creating a picture book that is
hilarious, fun, and an absolute joy to read.”
- Spooky KidLit

Sadiq Wants to Stitch
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group

Sadiq loves stitching colourful patterns on rugs. However,
his Ammi reminds him that boys in his community don’t
stitch, they tend to the livestock. But Sadiq is determined
to pursue his passion.
This winsome tale that defies gender norms and
addresses a fading shepherd craft of Kashmir is
beautifully brought to light by Mamta Nainy, and
illustrated through watercolour vistas by renowned artist
Niloufer Wadia.
Shortlisted for the Neev Picture Book Award 2019
Nominated for Jarul Book Award 2019
Nominated for The Hindu Young World Goodbooks
Award 2019 in the Best Illustration Category

36 pp. Size 9" x 9"
ISBN 978-81-9338-891-4
Author: Mamta Nainy
Illustrator: Niloufer Wadia

What The Critics Say
“This is a beautiful book set in the picturesque
valleys of Kashmir, evoking a pastoral lifestyle
and a world that is far simpler than ours.
Niloufer Wadia's artwork draws upon a rich
palette of colours, and offers lovely picturepostcard views of the mountains in summer.
Author Mamta Nainy chooses to subvert
notions of gender by creating the character of
a young Bakarwal boy who loves to stitch and
who follows his heart despite the fact that boys
in his community only tend to the livestock.”
- Goodbooks
"This is a simple but heart-warming tale that
shows how gender norms must and can be
defied. It also highlights the beautiful
relationship between a mother and her son.
It shows how intergenerational change can be
simple and can be embraced openly."
- Booked For Life

"In prose by Nainy...she delivers triumph for
Sadiq and warm gratification in his mother's
prompt about-face, creating a warm picture
of gender role resistance. An end note,
“The Bakarwals of Kashmir,” further details
the ethnic group and its art form."
- Publishers Weekly
"Colorful watercolor illustrations show
expansive landscapes, vibrant embroidered
rugs...Defying gender stereotypes, this book
touches upon important topics."
- Kirkus Review
"I loved the bright colors used in this story.
The reader can clearly see that the inspiration
for these rugs come from the beautiful colors
found in this mountainous region–green grass
of the hillside, yellow on a bird's beak, and blue
of the clear sky."
- Youth Services Book Review

The Clever Tailor
Rights sold: Thai (Thailand)
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group
Rupa Ram is a famous but poor tailor with an unfulfilled
dream – to stitch something for his own family. So, when
he receives a gift of a brand new saafa, he is inspired to do
just that! At the heart of this touching tale is a generous
man who uses his imagination and creativity to do right
by his family.
With delightful illustrations by Nayantara Surendranath,
this book is Srividhya Venkat's charming Indian
adaptation of a European folktale.
Won the Peek-A-Book Children's Choice Award in 2018

40 pp. Size 9” x 9”
ISBN 978-81-9338-890-7

Winner of the 2019 SCBWI Crystal Kite Award
for the Middle East/India/Asia region
101 Great Books for Kids 2019 list
by Evanston Public Library, Illinois

Author: Srividhya Venkat
Illustrator: Nayantara Surendranath

What The Critics Say
“…timeless art by Nayantara Surendranath swirls
through the pages like a traditional Indian
turban… a contemporary Indian take on a
European folktale about the value of being
resourceful and finding creative ways to
minimize waste.”
– Midwest Book Review
“Surendranath's vibrant illustrations burst with
life and color, and such details as the school
where Rupa Ram's wife teaches add welcome
dimension to the story's characters. Venkat's text
is rhythmic, simple, and cleverly repetitive…”
– Kirkus Reviews

“The illustrations are bold and colorful and have
a real movement to them which really gives the
feeling of this single piece of fabric flowing
through the family and creating a connection.
Also, the back of the book explains some of the
Indian terms and also a little information about
how the people of India like to repurpose and
pass on items to other generations.”
- Youth Services Book Review

Fly, Little Fish!
Rights sold: Bahasa (Indonesia),
English (North America, Canada, Philippines)
What Little Fish wants to do more than anything in this
world is fly. Dissuaded by everyone around her, she
nonetheless flaps her tiny fins and practises jumping. But
can Little Fish ever expect to take flight?
A sublimely delightful tale by Lavanya Karthik with
strikingly patterned illustrations by Satwik Gade and
Ashwathy P. S. Fly, Little Fish! is an ode to the soaring
possibilities of imagination.
32 pp. Size 9.6" x 9.5"
ISBN 978-81-8190-382-2
Author: Lavanya Karthik
Illustrator: Satwik Gade
and Ashwathy P. S.

What The Critics Say
“Author Lavanya Karthik along with illustrators
Satwik Gade and Ashwathy P.S succeeded in
materializing a fantastic picture book that is
packed with complex concepts rightly placed
for easy understanding. The book is sure to
encourage young minds to dream, dare and
deliver!"
- Toka Box
"The illustrations by Satwik Gade and
Ashwathy PS complement the story perfectly...
The illustrators have played with the
perspectives quite innovatively and shown
the sky from the point of view of a little fish
in the water."
- Booked For Life

“With simple words by Lavanya Karthik and
lovely Illustrations by Satwik Gade, Ashwathy
P.S this book is a good addition to your child's
bookshelf this year. The premise of the story is
simple and great and children can easily
resonate with them. Suitable for kids aged 3+
and older kids would also want to read this
book on their own for the story.A nice way to
inspire your kids to think beyond their
limitations and do what the heart wants! Get
them this book now!"
- Kids Stop Press

Thukpa For All
Rights sold: Japanese (Japan),
Chinese-English (World, excluding Mainland China)
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group
Tsering can't wait to taste his grandmother's delicious
noodle soup. He invites a string of friends and
neighbours home. But as preparations get underway,
there is a power cut and the house is plunged into
darkness. Will Abi be able to put together the
much-anticipated thukpa?
Told from a blind child's perspective, this tale by
Praba Ram and Sheela Preuitt is accompanied by
Shilpa Ranade's stunning illustrations.
34 pp. Size 9.6" x 9.5"
ISBN 978-81-9338-898-3

Selected for the 2019 IBBY list of Outstanding Books
for Young People with Disabilities
Featured in the Outstanding International Books list
from United States Board on Books for Young People

Author: Praba Ram and Sheela Preuitt
Illustrator: Shilpa Ranade

What The Critics Say
“The pages are filled with delightful
onomatopoeia…and Ranade's inviting
illustrations detail the life and geography of this
mountainous region. Informative backmatter
includes an introduction to the region, a glossary,
and a recipe. A delightful family story that
broadens representations of South Asia and
South Asian children.”
– Kirkus Reviews

"Alliteration and a bit of onomatopoeia are used
to describe Tsering's travels, subtly noting his
blindness and how he interacts with his
environment. Colorful, childlike illustrations
complement the telling, revealing a rather
remote locale and culture...An appealing
introduction to a part of the world that's
underrepresented in picture books."
- School Library Journal

The Tale of Babban Hajjam
Babban Hajjam is curious to know why barbers who go
to the palace to give the king a haircut never return.
When it is his turn to be summoned, Babban gets his
answer. Will Babban stay out of trouble by keeping his
incredible discovery under wraps, or does the secret
unravel and seal his fate?
Ira Saxena infuses mystery and laughter into this classic
Indian folktale, and Mayukh Ghosh's larger-than-life
illustrations make this book a visual treat.

34 pp. Size 9.6" x 9.5"
ISBN 978-81-9338-892-1
Author: Ira Saxena
Illustrator: Mayukh Ghosh

What The Critics Say
"The story is about accepting oneself. And
more importantly, that it is okay to laugh at
ourselves. As expected, this book is also really
well made – Ira Saxena's writing is crisp and
well-paced. And Mayukh Ghosh's illustrations
are gorgeous."
- Multistory

“This story's end makes you think about
acceptance of flaws and confidence in your
own skin which I really loved! The illustrations
by Mayukh Ghosh are vibrant and full of life
and color! Visual literacy at its best! A lovely
book on a classic tale to add to your library!”
- Toka Box

Papa’s Marathon
Gia's Papa decides to eat right and lead a healthy lifestyle,
as per doctor's orders. He starts exercising and even
signs up for a marathon. As Papa buys clothes and fancy
gadgets to match his new hobby, Dadi becomes his
biggest cheerleader. She even has her camcorder ready
for race day. Does Papa lose steam as the weeks go by,
or does he manage to cross the finish line after all?
Written by Nalini Sorensen and paired with
Prashant Soni's cheerful illustrations, this light-hearted
story is about fitness goals that go awry, and the
unflagging faith of family.
28 pp. Size 9.6" x 9.5"
ISBN 978-81-9338-894-5
Author: Nalini Sorensen
Illustrator: Prashant Soni

Winner of Jarul Book Award 2019

What The Critics Say
"...delightful, tongue-in-cheek story about
Papa's fitness journey...a fun read for the
5 plus...Nalini's writing is filled with a certain
joie de vivre that is easy to spot..."
- Myth Aunty, School Librarian
"...an interesting light-hearted story about
health & fitness goals and family relationships.
It is never too late or too early to work towards
being healthy...In all, a fun and inspiring read
for kids aged 7 and above."
- Kids Stop Press

"Nalini Sorensen's words combine beautifully
with cheerful illustrations by Prashant Soni in
order to create a humorous account of how we
approach fitness today. Papa's Marathon may
just be the right book to read as we are set to
enter the season of marathons!"
- Booked For Life

The Truth about the Tooth
All Tashi’s aging mother wants is a memento from
Sarnath, the land of the Buddha’s first teachings.
But year after year, on his travels to Benares, her son
forgets to bring something back for her. One year, having
forgotten again, Tashi picks up an old tooth off the
ground near his house and presents it to his mother as
the Buddha’s tooth.
Maria L. Denjongpa retells this Tibetan folktale with
remarkable insight, while Chetan Sharma’s illustrations
capture the beauty of Kalimpong. The result is a
magnificent story about the power of love and faith.
40 pp. Size 9.6” x 9.5”
ISBN 978-81-9338-897-6
Featured in KitaabWorld's 'Best of 2018' List

Author: Maria L. Denjongpa
Illustrator: Chetan Sharma

What The Critics Say
"A concept like the power of faith is not a very
easy one to explore, especially when the
readership is targeted at young children.
But this book does a commendable job of
that...Maria L. Denjongpa's words and
Chetan Sharma's illustrations capture the
essence of the tale. It will be a delightful read
for children over four years."
- Booked For Life

"...the author of the book has done a great job
in bringing positive affirmations even in the
instance of wrong deeds, through the act of
faith and the power of a pure heart. This book
is a great window to the city of Benaras and
Buddhism. The illustrations by Chetan Sharma
bring people and emotions to life...Be it the
bustling city or the serene landscapes, his
strokes just transports us there."
- Toka Box

The Brave Parrot
In this graceful adaptation of a Jataka tale by
Chinna Chilaka, a raging fire threatens to burn down
a forest. All the animals and birds flee in fear, except
for one brave little parrot. Is the courage of one small
bird enough to save a forest?
The simple and unpretentious illustrations are the result
of a drawing workshop conducted at Isha Home School in
Coimbatore with children aged between 6 and 8.

36 pp. Size 9.6” x 9.5”
ISBN 978-81-9365-421-7
Author: Chinna Chilaka

The Insect Boy
Creepy crawlies and winged
insects disturb baby Roy. Bitten,
stung and harassed, Roy grows up
to dislike them. But one day, things
change and Roy sees the world of
insects in a different light.
In this two-in-one picture book,
Shobha Viswanath uses a very
unique way to introduce children
to the world of insects and
Monami Roy's lively illustrations
add more wonder to these
fascinating creatures.

28 pp. Size 9.6" x 9.5"
ISBN 978-81-8190-361-7
Author: Shobha Viswanath
Illustrator: Monami Roy

Shortlisted for the Jarul Book Award, 2020

What The Critics Say
"We love the unique book format ideas from
Karadi Tales, whether it's a book like the Lion's
Feast where the reader gets to decide the
ending or like this new book, 'The Insect Boy',
which can be read from "front to back" or
"back to front"...The illustrations by Monami
Roy are fun...The book is filled with facts about
insects..."
- Toka Box

"Short and snappy alliterations, larger than life
illustrations, an introduction to a variety of
insects with some interesting facts gently
interwoven in the story…this picture book on
insects is a great book to read and keep for
ages 3 and above."
- Booked For Life

Varsha’s Varanasi
In the first of the City Series, author Chitra Soundar
captures the flavour of Varanasi through Varsha, a
young girl out in search of her father. Follow Varsha as
she skips past the ghats by the river Ganges, and
hurries through the narrow alleys of this timeless city.
Page after page, Varanasi unfolds through the striking
photo collages by Soumitra Ranade. The breathtaking
story and pictures take you to this beautiful, ancient,
and eternal Indian city.
60 pp. Size 9.6" x 9.5"
ISBN 978-81-8190-348-8
Selected for the White Ravens Catalogue 2019

Author: Chitra Soundar
Photography and Design: Soumitra Ranade

What The Critics Say
"I have never been to Varanasi, yet now I feel
like I have...Every page is a visual delight. My
eyes are drawn to all the little details packed
into each photo collage...The text is simple
enough to read aloud to young children and
easy enough for a mid-level readers to read
themselves."
- Myth Aunty, School Librarian
"This new photo book gives us a glimpse of the
ancient city within a fictional taleThe magical
ghats, narrow gullis , lazy cows and beautiful
evening artis...These elements come to life in
Varsha's Varanasi"
- The Hindu

"Varsha's Varanasi is an impeccable confluence
of images that captures the soul of the city
with a lucid storyline...While words of Chitra
Soundar handholds the reader and guides
them through the nooks and crannies of
Varanasi along with Varsha...photographs by
Soumitra Ranade and the way he's treated the
collages make the narrative seamless. The
most captivating part about the book is the
way the collages are composed and how each
page makes the reader explore."
- Reader Undercover

Folktales from India
A Big Mouth
When there is a drought one summer, Sanjaya the talkative turtle
has to go in search of greener pastures with the help of his
friends, Vaali and Nirali the geese. Sanjaya comes up with an
ingenious plan, but does his talkative nature get in the way of
their journey?
Samina Anim's adaptation of this old folktale is accompanied by
Archana Sreenivasan's delightful illustrations.
36 pp. Size 9.6" x 9.5"
ISBN 978-81-8190-258-0

Tit for Tat
Heera, a mischievous fox, invites Nandini the crane home
for a meal one day. Is he being hospitable or is this one of
his many infamous pranks?
This hilarious adaptation of a Panchatantra tale by
Samina Anim is paired with cheerful illustrations by
Lavanya Karthik, and tells the story of how a cheeky
jokester gets what he deserves.
36 pp. Size 9.6" x 9.5"
ISBN 978-81-8190-259-7

The Crocodile’s Tail
Kumeer the crocodile wants to eat a jackal for dinner,
and bullies his friend Nandu the crab into helping him.
Can the hungry crocodile and his meek friend succeed in
outsmarting the cleverest animal in the forest?
Illustrated by Manasi Lamba, this adaptation of an old
folktale by Sayoni Basu will have you laughing out loud.
36 pp. Size 9.6" x 9.5"
ISBN 978-81-8190-261-0

The Tiger Eaters
Cheekra, Shankra, and their cubs have just had a long, tiring
hunting trip. They decide to spend the night in a cave. But they
soon find out the cave is home to a tiger. Cheekra and Shankra
need to quickly think of a plan to keep their cubs safe. Can the
two sharp foxes outwit the tiger?
This witty story by Samina Anim has beautiful, distinctive
illustrations by Ambika Sambasivan.
36 pp. Size 9.6" x 9.5"
ISBN 978-81-8190-260-3
Rights sold: Chinese (China)

Princess Easy Pleasy
Rights sold: Thai, English (World), Greek (World)
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group
Princess Easy Pleasy is all but easy to please. She drives
the royal packer up the wall with her quirks that are as
seasonal as her royal vacations. Where does it all stop?
This rollicking picture book written by Natasha Sharma
and illustrated by Priya Kuriyan guarantees many
laughs.

32 pp. Size 9” x 9”
ISBN 978-81-8190-385-3

Won The Hindu Young World Goodbooks Award
for Best Illustrator, 2017
Nominated for the Jarul Book Award, 2017

Author: Natasha Sharma
Illustrator: Priya Kuriyan

What The Critics Say
“Along with such universal funny business as a
dog lifting its leg in one chaotic scene and an
elephant delivering a massive mound of poop
in another, [Priya Kuriyan’s] rollicking
cartoons feature sights from each locale.
- Kirkus Reviews
“In many ways, it’s a book that takes this ‘antiprincess’ trend a logical step further forward,
in that it eschews all forms of gendered
marketing, and manages to have an appeal,
which transcends both age and sex.”
- Mid-day

“…Sharma’s playful use of repetition and
Kuriyan’s slapstick cartooning will keep
readers entertained.”
- Publishers Weekly
“…Each page is a delight. The detailing is
wonderful and you’d want to read it again and
again to discover more – a cow that has the
seat belt strapped on and is drooling from the
corner of her mouth in sleep, a royal packer
who is getting increasingly annoyed with each
turn of the page, and a dog that happily marks
the airplane’s tyre – the fun is endless.”
- Rivo Kids

The Dragon’s Toothache
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group

What could be stranger than a dragon’s toothache? A
motley crew comes to the rescue of a dragon in pain, but
does it manage to help him?
Annie Besant’s quirky text and Rayika Sen’s imaginative
illustrations make this book a joy to read over and
over again.

40 pp. Size 9” x 9”
ISBN 978-81-8190-306-8
Shortlisted for The Hindu Young World
Goodbooks Award 2017

Author: Annie Besant
Illustrator: Rayika Sen

What The Critics Say
“A whimsical quest, pure fun to read aloud, that
may even remind kids to brush their teeth.”
- Kirkus Reviews

“This read-aloud book is a delight both to the
eye and the ear. The narrative is simple but the
simplicity incorporates much impish humour
and a few heart-stopping moments as well.”
- GoodBooks

The Lion’s Feast
Rights sold: Nepali, English (Nepal)
What happens when an old couple invites a big, ravenous
lion for a feast?
Find out as you turn the pages, take in the scents wafting
from a South Indian kitchen and taste this lip-smacking
tale about greed, wit and trickery.
Written by Lavanya Karthik, with wacky illustrations by
Chetan Sharma, this delicious book is sure to tickle your
taste buds and funny bone!

Shortlisted for The Hindu Young World
Goodbooks Awards 2018 in the Best Story
and Best Illustrator categories

32 pp. Size 9.6" x 9.5"
ISBN 978-81-8190-217-7
Author: Lavanya Karthik
Illustrator: Chetan Sharma

What The Critics Say
“What struck us most about the book on first glance, were the brilliant illustrations by Chetan Sharma –
Bright and colorful, with perfect facial expressions, including those on the lion which make the beast
seem almost human... It is almost like a complete blockbuster Bollywood flick.”
- Indian Moms Connect

Dada’s Useless Present
Rights sold: Nepali, English (Nepal), Thai, English (World)
Dada receives many gifts for his 82nd birthday! But the
last package that he opens leaves him puzzled and bursts
his bubble of excitement. What did he get?
Nalini Sorensen weaves a delightful and insightful story
about old age while Allen Shaw's watercolor washes
enchant and enhance this beautiful picture book.

30 pp. Size 9.6" x 9.5"
ISBN 978-81-8190-359-4
Author: Nalini Sorensen
Illustrator: Allen Shaw

Winner of Jarul Book Award 2018

What The Critics Say
“This colourful story brings forth the beautiful
spirit of grandparents and their loving nature...
The watercolour illustrations that accompany
the story are humorous and entertaining.”
- Robin Age

“...the uses of the walking stick were at
once both innovative and hilarious... The
illustrations by Allen Shaw are beautiful and
colorful and brought to life the house and the
garden.”
- Indian Moms Connect

The Night Monster
Rights sold: Thai, English (World), Portuguese (Brazil)
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group
Every night, when the owls hoot and the shadows of the
trees dance on the walls, the monster creeps into Avi’s
room and frightens him. One day, his sister suggests he
write a letter to the Night Monster, and Avi’s nights are
not the same any more!
This eerily beautiful book, written by Sushree Mishra,
with haunting illustrations in mixed media by
Sanket Pethkar, will allay every child’s night-time fears.
36 pp. Size 9.6” x 9.5”
ISBN 978-81-8190-331-0
Author: Sushree Mishra
Illustrator: Sanket Pethkar

Winner of Jarul Book Award 2017

What The Critics Say
This book is a beautiful and dare I say, successful
way to allay those ‘night monsters’ that may be
left lingering around.”
- Indian Moms Connect
“The Night Monster is a truly wonderful work of
art. I've read this book several times — I still
have to pause on each page to admire Pethkar's
illustrations, and I'm still astonished each time at
how much Mishra accomplishes with so few
words. If you know a child who is afraid of the
dark…if you know a child who loves a good
bedtime story…if you love a good story
yourself…you need this book.”
- Spooky Kid Lit

"A memorable and original picture book story
for children ages 4 to 9 that's relatable and
unforgettable. Of special note are the epistolary
elements with a lift-the-flap feature. Certain to be
an immediate and enduringly popular addition to
family, daycare center, preschool, elementary
school, and community library picture book
collections, "The Night Monster" is unreservedly
recommended."
- Midwest Book Review
"The art work is dark and dreamlike, perfect for
this story. The perspective is large and a couple of
the letters have flaps to lift both of which serve to
draw the reader even more into the story."
- Youth Services Book Review

The Farmer Falgu Series
Farmer Falgu Goes on a Trip
Rights sold: Japanese (Japan),
French (France), German (Germany)
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group

Farmer Falgu has had enough of his noisy farm!
He needs a break and he’s off on a holiday. Craving
some quiet, he gets on to his cart and goes looking
for silence. Does he find it?
Chitra Soundar writes this remarkable story
with a quiet wisdom that resonates with
youngsters and adults alike. Her story is joyously
complemented by Kanika Nair’s illustrations.

32 pp. Size 9” x 8”
ISBN 978-81-8190-311-2

Shortlisted for The Hindu Young World
Goodbooks Awards 2016

Author: Chitra Soundar
Illustrator: Kanika Nair

What The Critics Say
"The terse onomatopoeic text with its sounds
picked out in bold colors will keep young
listeners engaged, and the pictures have a
Rouault-like flavor with dark outlines and
deep colors..."
- Kirkus Reviews

"The text is full of repetition and
onomatopoeia- perfect for sharing and
enjoying- and the gentle tale reminds us to
appreciate what we have and where we live."
- Bookshelf Picture Books

The Farmer Falgu Series
Farmer Falgu Goes to the Market
Rights sold: Japanese (Japan),
French (France), German (Germany)
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group

Farmer Falgu is headed to the market to sell his
produce. As soon as he loads his cart and sets off,
unexpected things happen. Does Falgu make it to the
market?
Chitra Soundar’s energetic tale radiates with
adventure and optimism, while Kanika Nair
underscores it with minimalistic artwork splashed
with just a dab of vivid, striking colour.

32 pp. Size 9” x 8”
ISBN 978-81-8190-312-9

Featured in the 2019 USBBY Outstanding
International Book list

Author: Chitra Soundar
Illustrator: Kanika Nair

Listed in the CBC Best Children's Book
of the Year - 2019 Edition

What The Critics Say
"...the concise onomatopoeic sounds are in
bigger and color-coded type, which provides
additional emphasis and is perfect for readalouds. The bold, thick-outlined illustrations
are engaging..."
- Kirkus Reviews
"...I love the simple story, told in simple
declarative sentences, enhanced with
onomatopoeia and typeface in different colors
and designs. The deeply colored illustrations
are bold and vivid, outlined in brown and
evoke the warmth and color of India."
- Youth Services Book Review

"Broad outlines and bold colors join a riot of
expressive exclamations as exotic Indian
sights, sounds, and smells sizzle, honk, bump,
and dunk along the road with an optimistically
determined Falgu and his oxen until they
finally reach their destination, rumpled wares
and all."
- Foreword Reviews

The Farmer Falgu Series
Farmer Falgu Goes Kite Flying
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group

Like all children, little Eila looks forward to the
annual kite flying season. On her journey to the
fair grounds, she loses her kite to the strong
winds. Farmer Falgu comes up with an ingenious
solution to make his daughter happy. Will it work?
Chitra Soundar's beautiful tale captures the
innocent, yet special bond shared by a father and
daughter. Kanika Nair's striking illustrations
echo the festive spirit of the annual kite flying fair.

32 pp. Size 9” x 8”
ISBN 978-81-8190-356-3
Author: Chitra Soundar
Illustrator: Kanika Nair

What The Critics Say
"Soundar's straightforward narrative and
Nair's bright, cheerful illustrations are
accompanied by artful typography that
conveys emotions and movement. A note about
the International Kite Festival in Rajasthan,
India, at the end of the book will provide
readers with context for this story.
Captures the spirit and vibrancy of this fun
North Indian festival."
- Kirkus Review

"A note at the back of this book explains more
about the kite festival and the traditions
associated with it. Kite making and flying
would be the perfect follow up to this lovely
story- at home or at school!"
- Bookshelf Picture Books

The Farmer Falgu Series
Farmer Falgu Goes to the Kumbh Mela
Rights sold: Thai, English (World)
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group
Farmer Falgu is headed to the Kumbh Mela in the
vibrant city of Allahabad. There are a lot of things
to see at the Mela, his friends remind him. But
does Farmer Falgu manage to see them all?
Kanika Nair's striking illustrations capture the
colourful chaos and celebration that Kumbh Mela
really is, in this charming and thoughtful tale
written by Chitra Soundar.
32 pp. Size 9” x 8”
ISBN 978-81-8190-355-6

On South Asian Book Awards' Highly
Commended Books list

Author: Chitra Soundar
Illustrator: Kanika Nair

Listed in the CBC Best Children's Book
of the Year - 2019 Edition

What The Critics Say
"Like other books in the series, the concise
onomatopoeic sounds are set in large, colorcoded type, which provides additional
emphasis. Nair's bold, thick-outlined
illustrations are engaging..."
- Kirkus Review

"I love that the good hearted farmer once again
shows that kindness is its own reward. The
simple story is complemented by vivid, warm,
deeply colored illustrations. Text appears in
different colors and sizes, emphasizing the
onomatopoeia and sensory experiences of
Farmer Falgu. I appreciate the note at the end
which explains the significance of Kumbh Mela
and explains the Hindi words in the text."
- Youth Services Book Review

Thea’s Tree
Rights sold: Chinese (China)
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group
What Thea wants, more than anything in this world,
is a tree—a real tree to climb and hide in, to sit under
and dream. But in the city where she lives there are
no trees.
This uplifting story is written and illustrated by
Judith Clay.

Thea’s Tree was chosen for the White Ravens List of
the International Youth Library in 2012

28 pp. Size 8” x 11”
ISBN 978-81-8190-297-9
Author & Illustrator: Judith Clay

What The Critics Say
“...a belated but befitting addition to ‘the best
childrens books of 2014 by Indian
independent publisher Karadi Tales, who bring
to life wonderful and unusual stories from
cultures around the world...’ Thea’s Tree is
absolutely magical from cover to cover.”
- Maria Popova, Brain Pickings
“This simple story is accompanied by paintings
that employ a sense of magical realism…With
its droll paintings and fablelike story, the book
will appeal to those whose tree-hugging
instincts and good wishes for the Earth's
future are intact.”
- Kirkus Reviews
“…I wouldn’t call this a simple book, given the
layered themes its story suggests. There is its
strong environmental message, of course, and
there is a shout-out to the importance of
following your heart and dreams. The book is
also an ode to the simple pleasures of
childhood that are increasingly threatened by
consumerism.
- Saffron Tree

“Author/illustrator Judith Clay's illustrations
are unique and dreamy…This is a wonderful,
imaginative picture book for a bedtime story…”
- Debbie Glade, Smart Books for Smart Kids
“This is a beautiful, gentle story that expresses
a child's deep yearning for something beyond
the urban landscape of her experience,
emphasised in the illustrations by both the
collage-effect bricks of the buildings that close
in around Thea…”
- Mirrors Windows Doors
“Give “Thea’s tree” a chance and enjoy the
unique story about bringing back nature and
making your daydreams true!”
- The Reading Castle

The Fox and the Crow
Rights sold: Tamil (World)
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group

In this timeless Aesop’s fable, a fox and a crow vie for
a piece of bread.
This breathtakingly beautiful picture book by
Manasi Subramaniam explores this tale with dark
humour. The artist Culpeo S. Fox makes each page stand
alone like a brilliant painting; when the pages come
together, they tell us the story like never before.
Listed in the 2014 White Ravens Catalogue
of the International Youth Library

30 pp. Size 12” x 11”
ISBN 978-81-8190-303-7

New York Public Library’s list of
Best Children’s Books, 2014
Winner, Best Cover and Best Illustrator,
Comic Con India, 2015

Author: Manasi Subramaniam
Illustrator: Culpeo S. Fox

What The Critics Say
“Gorgeous to eye and ear alike, the story’s
possibilities are mined beautifully and the
reader is left reeling in the wake. If you’d like a
folktale that’s bound to wake you up, this
beauty has your number... An Aesop necessity.
Aesop done right.”
- The School Library Journal Blog
“Illustrator Fox’s spreads threaten to burst
from the pages with swirling paint strokes,
smoldering hues, and animal faces that look
close enough to touch. Subramaniam... spins
Aesop’s tale in prose that's close to poetry...
Who knew Aesop’s fables held this much
drama?”
- Publishers Weekly
“I really (do) love that book!”
- Minh Le, Huffington Post
“Aesop noir—gorgeous.”
- Kirkus Reviews
“The excitement is all visual, and the sense of
threat not inconsiderable. Who knew Aesop’s
fables held this much drama?”
- Publishers Weekly

“We need folktales in our collections that
shake things up a bit. That aren’t afraid to get
original with the source material. That aren't
afraid to get, quite frankly, beautiful on us. The
pairing of Subramaniam and Fox is inspired
and the book a lush treat. An Aesop necessity.
Aesop done right.”
- Elizabeth Bird SLJ Blog
“This sophisticated but knotty story is
therefore probably best suited for reading
alone and enhancement with some adult
context, but the chilly atmosphere, moral
ambiguity, and bleak honesty may give readers
a taste of what makes such fables timeless.”
- The Bulletin of The Center for Children’s Books
“With beautiful artwork, intelligent
phraseology, and a versatile layout, The Fox
and the Crow invites children to fall in love
with a book as a sensory object, and is a good
choice for any parent hoping to foster an
interest in reading in their child.”
- Portland Book Review

A Pair of Twins
Rights sold: Tamil (World)
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group

Lakshmi and Sundari are an unusual pair of twins with a
peculiar connection. But not everyone knows how unique
they are until they’re both called upon to save the day.
This is a story about a pair that defies conventions and
comes out victorious.
Nayantara Surendranath’s magnificent artwork lends
vibrancy to Kavitha Mandana’s touching story.

32 pp. Size 9” x 9”
ISBN 978-81-8190-302-0

A Top ten title in the Amelia Bloomer
Project List for 2015
Is in SABA's list of Highly Commended Books for 2015

Author: Kavitha Mandana
Illustrator: Nayantara Surendranath

What The Critics Say
“At once joyful, and unrestrained, the warmth
of the colours used by Nayantara are matched
by the warmth of the expressions she manages
to convey through her lines that are simple,
yet convey a sense of detail… the gender
question is raised very comfortably in this
charming story.”
- The Book Review Literary Trust

“From the striking cover illustration to the
final image, the artwork is outstanding.
Swirling scarves, elephant trunks, and intricate
designs beg for careful examination. As a
result, children will want to know more about
Rajas and Maharanis, howdahs and mahouts,
and the Bharatnatyam dance.”
- School Library Journal

"This Indian import touts both cultural
heritage and women’s rights. An attractive and
important read, particularly in light of current
events in India.”
- Kirkus Reviews

“Kavitha Mandana’s storytelling and Nayantara
Surendranath’s vibrant illustrations make the
story come alive. No matter what age you are,
it’s a keeper.”
- The Hindu

“Stunningly patterned artwork incorporating
Indian designs enhances the narration with its
folk story style that includes information about
royal life, Hindu culture, gender roles, and
elephant care.”
- Oregon Coast Youth Book Preview Center
“Overall, the theme is laudable, the setting of
the story in Mysore is unique, and the
illustrations are appealing.”
- GoodBooks

The Blue Jackal
Rights sold: Spanish (World), Italian (Italy), French (World),
Chinese (China)

Juno the jackal wakes up to find his fur turned blue.
All the animals in the forest are as surprised as he is.
But the little jackal decides to use his colour to his
advantage. Does he succeed?
Read the adventure of the blue jackal in this hilarious
folktale classic rendered in verse by Shobha Viswanath.
Rich artwork by Dileep Joshi in Warli, a western Indian
tribal art form, makes this book an unforgettable visual
experience.
Listed in The White Ravens 2006 catalog of notable
and remarkable international children’s books
Listed as one of the Best Children's Books of 2016
by the New York Public Library

40 pp. Size 8.25” x 8.25”
ISBN 978-81-8190-034-0
Author: Shobha Viswanath
Illustrator: Dileep Joshi

What The Critics Say
“Drawn in white on dark, monochrome
backgrounds, the illustrations are large-scale
scenes with freely placed figures of animals
and foliage that are small and often stylized
beyond easy recognition. They are striking…”
- Kirkus Reviews

“Illustrations are in the Warli style of art, with
a lot of interesting details that will engage a
child… A hard-bound well produced book that
makes it a pleasure to flip through.”
- Young India Books

An Elephant in
my Backyard
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group

Acchu the elephant follows Maya and Paati all the way
back home. But her family refuses to believe that there
is an elephant in the backyard!
Shobha Viswanath’s simple, delightful story is
gorgeously illustrated in watercolours by Sadhvi Jawa.

28 pp. Size 8” x 11”
ISBN 978-81-8190-240-5
Author: Shobha Viswanath
Illustrator: Sadhvi Jawa

What The Critics Say
“A wonderful read in all- My daughter asks for
the “Elephant book” everyday.”
- Indian Moms Connect
“This an adorable little tale narrated by Shobha
Viswanath and illustrated by Sadhvi Jawa. A
story about life's simple pleasures, about the
children's love for pets, baby animals, on how
they are naturally caring even before their
parents think they can teach them to show
empathy and love.”
- Peacocks in the Rain

“The light, humorous story is illustrated with
attractive, amusing watercolors that portray
a mischievous girl at play with her animal
friend. There’s nothing overt here about rural
Indian life—just a simple way to open readers’
imaginations to another part of the world.”
- Kirkus Reviews
“This is a cute story for young readers, who
would find humor in Maya's family's confusing
almost-encounters with the elephant, and
would feel a conspiratorial kinship with Maya...”
- Portland Book Review

The Monkey King
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group

After tasting a delicious and juicy mango, the king of
Benares and his army arrive at the Monkey Kingdom in
search of more mangoes. Can Kapi the monkey king find
a way to protect his subjects?
Adapted from the Jataka by Shobha Viswanath and
illustrated in the bright and vivid Mithila tradition by
Uma Krishnaswamy, this story is a page from the life of
the Bodhisattva.

36 pp. Size 10.5” x 9.6”
ISBN 978-81-8190-033-3
Author: Shobha Viswanath
Illustrator: Uma Krishnaswamy

What The Critics Say
“Krishnaswamy mixes brightly colored figures
and white-on-black silhouettes in her painted
illustrations… Monkey is often cast as a
trickster in Asian folklore: Here he comes off
as both wise and courageous.”
- Kirkus Reviews
“Illustrations in a medley of folk art styles,
including Cheriyal, Mithila, miniature and
textile arts, make for dramatic results.”
- Young India Books

“…both the descriptions and the illustrations
are beautiful and evocative. You can practically
taste the mangoes and smell the rose apple
tree that the monkeys hide in. The art is
vibrant, and captures the excitement of
the story.”
- Portland Book Review

Monkeys on a Fast
Rights sold: English (UK, Ireland), Danish (Denmark),
German (Germany), French (France)
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group
Chakku the monkey chieftain decides that the only way
for his tribe of monkeys to lose weight is by fasting.
But can the hungry monkeys really stop eating?
Wacky illustrations by Shilpa Ranade in charcoal and
acrylic add mischief to this hilarious story adapted by
Kaushik Viswanath from a Buddhist tale.

36 pp. Size 10.5” x 9”
ISBN 978-81-8190-156-9

Listed in The White Ravens 2006 catalog of notable
and remarkable international children’s books
Listed as one of the Best Children's Books of 2016
by the New York Public Library

Author: Kaushik Viswanath
Illustrator: Shilpa Ranade

What The Critics Say
“Viswanath's adaptation of an old Buddhist tale
about temptation and dedication entertains
with the extra emphasis on monkey weight loss
(a twist not found in the original). Ranade's
hyperdistorted charcoal illustrations make the
monkeys look like demonic pears and figs;
though striking and evocative, they may trick
readers into thinking they are spiders rather
than monkeys. "Fun Facts About Fasting"
follow the story. An amusing folk tale equally
suited to multicultural programming and
wellness collections, if not monkey-themed
storytimes.”
- Kirkus Reviews
“The zany illustrations by Shilpa Ranade are
perfect to accentuate the effect of the whole
story.”
- Literary Sojourn

“A laugh-out-loud book with goofy
illustrations, this adaptation of a Buddhist
story introduces fasting and meditation, and
hints on how to analyze a story.”
- Foreword Reviews
“The illustrations are neat and quite colorful
too. The language is kept simple and easy to
grasp.”
- Books, Opinions and Bull
“An amusing folk tale equally suited to
multicultural programming and wellness
collections, if not monkey-themed storytimes.”
- Kirkus Reviews

Dorje’s Stripes
Rights sold: Bahasa (Indonesia), English (USA, Canada,
Philippines), Danish (World), Swedish (World), Thai,
English (World)
Dorje is a beautiful Royal Bengal tiger, but he hasn’t got
any stripes on his body. Master Wu, a good-hearted
monk, tries to understand the secret of Dorje’s missing
stripes. This is a story that takes one to Tibet, to Bengal
and to the heart of the Royal Bengal tiger.
Korean illustrators Gwangjo and Jung-a Park’s stunning
watercolour illustrations bring Anshumani Ruddra’s
thoughtful story to life.
32 pp. Size 9” x 8”
ISBN 978-81-8190-193-4
Author: Anshumani Ruddra
Illustrator: Gwangjo and Jung-a Park

What The Critics Say
“Beautiful watercolor, delicately tinted paintings
help tell the story of Dorje's Stripes in an
unforgettable way. Surely Dorje's Stripes will
help to sensitize the world to the plight of the
threatened Royal Bengal Tiger and help motivate
action towards its protection as a species.”
- The Midwest Book Review

“What a great multi-cultural story - Master Wu,
a Buddhist monk in Tibet, tells this story about
why the tiger has no stripes and how he may yet
get his stripes. I liked this - it is totally different
than other picture books and gives us a
wonderful glimpse into the culture of Tibet.”
- In the Pages

“Gently and sensitively told, the fictional Dorjes
Stripes communicates the plight of the
endangered Royal Bengal tiger through Dorjes
experiences in the wild. Readers should be aware
that a bit of eastern mysticism trickles into the
story as Master Wu travels into Dorje's dreams to
learn his background.”
- Kids Book Central

“This powerful and majestic animal is now one of
the Earth's most threatened species, but the
story of Dorje is one of hope. “Dorje only knew
cruel men before he met us,” explains Master Wu,
but just as the tiger – and perhaps eventually his
clan – recovers under the monks' care, so can
future generations work to change the fate of
this beautiful animal.”
- Paper Tigers

“Ruddra's tone is one of respect and awe for this
creature. He takes his time to tell the story to its
fullest, offering inspiration along the way. The
illustrations are glowing with bright colors that
capture the coat of Dorje and the world of the
monastery…This is a lovely and inspiring book
about threatened species. It captures the plight,
the loss and the recovery in one beautiful story.”
- Waking Brain Cells
“Wonderful! A tale that succinctly targets the
plight of the Royal Bengal Tiger in an imaginative
and magical story.”
- Biblio Reads

‘This heartwarming story is enhanced by
stunning watercolors that add to its peaceful
tone and suggest a quiet beauty as well as depict
the actions and emotions of each character.”
- School Library Journal
'Working in brilliant, seeping watercolours, the
Korean illustrating team plays up the mystical
elements of the story, while underscoring the
dangers the tigers face.”
- Publishers Weekly

The Rumour
Rights sold: Korean (World), English (USA, Canada),
Spanish (World), Catalan (World), German (Europe),
Tamil (World)
It was impossible to keep a secret in Baddbaddpur.
Everyone gossiped about everything! Pandurang wished
to keep a secret. But, of course, the secret spread from
person to person until it became an extraordinary tale.
Anushka Ravishankar’s charming village story
illustrated by Kanyika Kini in ink and colour pencils
will make you laugh out loud.

Chosen for the 2017 line-up in the Dolly Parton
Imagination Library Program, Canada
Winner, South Asia Book Award 2013

34 pp. Size 9” x 9”
ISBN 978-81-8190-165-1
Author: Anushka Ravishankar
Illustrator: Kanyika Kini

What The Critics Say
“This hilarious tale about the nature of rumours
contains appeal to audience of all ages. Older
children will understand the cautionary and
didactic aspect of the story while younger
children will enjoy a funny story. Combining
elements of humour and nonsense into an Indian
tale, along with Anushka Ravishankar’s
wonderful verse writing, this cautionary tale of
rumours is a fun and enjoyable read for any child
or parent.”
- Canadian Review of Materials
“The warm, jewel-toned illustrations play with
perspective, growing Pandu’s face larger and
larger as the rumor gets bigger, until trees sprout
from his molars and animals of all kinds spring
from his wide, open mouth. A playful take on a
familiar cautionary tale is enlivened by
Subcontinental flair.”
- Kirkus Reviews
“The stylized ink and colored-pencil illustrations
are bright and cheerful and depict the village
inhabitants and their vivid imaginations.”
- School Library Journal

“So many lovable and laughable aspects to this
story. The pictures are great! Love the people
and the backgrounds… really vibrant and
detailed.”
- Words By Mom
“Cranky Pandurang is so amused he laughs out
loud, much to the villagers’ surprise. And his
laughter is so infectious, all of them join in. This
cautionary tale about rumours and how they can
evolve into something far from the truth is
geared to readers four to six.”
- The Record
“It's a fun one, and a nice unpreachy object
lesson in gossip, too. The art here is bold and
bright, with enough South Asian flavour to give
the story a nice feel for the area it hails from,
while being nicely kid-oriented in its colours and
in the way it illustrates the story and highlights
the absurdity of the ever-growing rumour. This
one is a good story, great fun, and a nice intro to
another culture's tales.”
- Urban Moms

The Boy Who Drew Cats
Rights sold: Simplified Chinese (China)
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group
Akiro draws only cats, cats and more cats! No matter
what he is asked to do, he simply draws cats! This leads
him to an adventure that changes his life.
Go on a journey with Akiro in this Japanese folktale
retold by Anushka Ravishankar and illustrated by
Christine Kastl in watercolours and ink on rice paper.

34 pp. Size 9.6” x 9.5”
ISBN 978-81-8190-159-0
Listed in The White Ravens 2010 catalog of notable
and remarkable international children’s books

Author: Anushka Ravishankar
Illustrator: Christine Kastl

What The Critics Say
“Storytellers, students of folklore and those
who appreciate seeing the work of
international children's-book creators will all
welcome this intriguing import.”
- Kirkus Reviews

“The book’s message is a good one: art is a
worthwhile pursuit and can even save the day.
That's something worth passing on to budding
artists.”
- Portland Book Review

“The story is beautifully illustrated in ink and
watercolors, and the yellowed rice paper
backgrounds give the art an authentically
ancient look. Ever present on the pages are
drawings of cats, real and imagined. Charming
renditions of Japanese folk life, temples, and
traditional costume add to the gentleness of
the tale. A pleasant addition to Japanese
folktale collections.”
- School Library Journal

“The Boy Who Drew Cats is a beautifully
illustrated story… The storyline is personal and
children can relate to it easily.”
- GoodBooks
“This is a delightful little story… intricately
illustrated with watercolors and ink on rice
paper…”
- Mommy Go Lightly
“Anushka’s adaptation is very true to the
original version. Water color and ink
illustrations by Christine Kastl add true
Japanese flavor to the story.”
- Under the Banyan

When the Earth
Lost Its Shapes
Rights sold: Chinese (China)
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group
All the shapes in the world disappear. Everything
becomes shapeless—from the egg to the kite, from the
orange to the sandwich. But a special shape comes to the
rescue!
This is a heart-warming story about team spirit and
conviction. Shobha Viswanath and the German
illustrator Christine Kastl together take one on
a journey into the wonderful world of shapes.

32 pp. Size 9.6” x 9.5”
ISBN 978-81-8190-192-7
Author: Shobha Viswanath
Illustrator: Christine Kastl

What The Critics Say
“The vividness of imagination of author
Shobha Viswanath (who could have ever
thought of a sandwich that looked squished!)
finds befitting support in the quirkiness of
illustrator Christine Kastl’s acrylic rendering of
this fantastic tale (who could have thought of
an Inspector Clouseau look-alike slinking away
with all the shapes!). The two together makes
the shapeless objects seem as ‘real’ as the
proper ones.”
- Snuggle with Picture Books
“This is a delightful picture book from Chennai
in India published by Karadi Tales. Children
will really enjoy this heart-warming story by
Shobbha Viswanath enhanced by the vibrant
colour illustrations in acrylic by German
illustrator Christine Kastl.”
- Outside In Inside Out

“…a good story teller makes the audience relate
and this exactly what Shobha Vishwanath
does… Christine Kastl’s brilliant acrylic pallette
knife illustrations in bright colors bring
fleeting images of Eric Carle to my mind.”
- Saffron Tree
“I enjoyed the premise of ‘even the little man
can make a difference’ put forth in the story as
Little Dot, a tiny circle, is ultimately
responsible for the shapes on Earth regaining
their proper form. There was also the notion of
teamwork at play, and from an educational
standpoint, children deal with shapes and
colors in the illustrations.”
- The Turning Pages
“(A) delightful book… (which) has fantastic
illustrations and a great story that teaches kids
about atoms in a creative and original way.”
- San Francisco Book Review

The Lizard’s Tail
Rights sold: Chinese (China)
Distributed in North America by the Ingram Content Group
Scqealichtitz! There goes the little lizard’s tail. He goes
about looking for a new tail only to discover what most
lizards discover over time.
Brilliant palette-knife art by the German illustrator
Christine Kastl elevates the experience of reading this
heart-warming story by Shobha Viswanath.

32 pp. Size 9” x 8”
ISBN 978-81-8190-150-7
Listed in “100 Children’s Books We Love,”
a compilation of the best children’s books from India

Author: Shobha Viswanath
Illustrator: Christine Kastl

What The Critics Say
“The visuals contribute in large measure to the
charm of this book. The choice of palette-knife
art allows the designer to play with textures and
create an unusual sensory experience for the
reader. The colours used are rich and deep,
particularly blues, browns and greens…
The book is a valuable resource for educators
who teach about the animal kingdom.”
- GoodBooks
“Simply but capably told, with believable
dialogue, the narrative is well-paced, allowing
time for reflection.”
- Kirkus Reviews

“…the storyteller weaves in the technique of
repetitive plots that are typical of classical
children’s literature.”
- The New Indian Express
“The palette-knife illustrations by Christine Kastl
are gorgeous and they complement the story
well.”
- Saffron Tree
“German illustrator Christine Kastl has put the
life in the story with beautiful pictures. Right
from the simple Indian home having Ganesha
idol to the elephant standing at the temple gate.
I simply loved the last page where she has
depicted the beautiful Indian village with the
characters of the story.”
- Halo of Books

The Curious Sameer Series
Sameer is a little boy with a big imagination. Join him as he
takes you on four fantastic journeys.
Nandini Nayar’s simple and wise stories spring to life with
Francesco Manetti’s vivid artwork.
What Will I Be?

What Could It Be?

28 pp. Size 8” x 11”
ISBN: 978-81-8190-284-9

28 pp. Size 8” x 11”
ISBN: 978-81-8190-285-6

What Will You Give Me?

Where Shall We Go?

28 pp. Size 8” x 11”
ISBN: 978-81-8190-286-3

28 pp. Size 8” x 11”
ISBN: 978-81-8190-287-0

What The Critics Say
“A guessing game that
spurs imagination.”
- Kirkus Reviews

“A delightful offering that not
only promotes imagination,
but refreshingly includes
Indian characters as well.”
- Kirkus Reviews

“The bold, textured paintings and
obvious love shown between parent
and child will attract readers
and entice them to return.”
- Kirkus Reviews

PARI Series
House of Uncommons
. . . stone buildings seemed to rise out of a largely garden-like environment,
and in the distance were the towering ghats. Snehagao was . . . beautiful.
A new school, a strange new language, and an oddly cheerful roommate –
Krishnan doesn’t know what to make of it all. He’s here after losing his only
parent to HIV, and finding out that he has it too. Angry at having been made
to leave the only home he’s ever known, Krishnan is desperate and homesick.
He soon has to make way for new feelings, though – the exhilaration of bolting
up and down the school’s running track, and the delicious thrill of competing
with his best friend for the post of Prime Minister in the school parliament.
Vishaka George’s uplifting story about a brave teenager and his lovable group
of friends is inspired by real events, and is proof that wonderful things sneak
up on you when you least expect them.

Size 5.25” x 7.5”
ISBN 978–81–9440–718–8
Text: Vishaka George
Cover Design: Tanvi Parulkar

A Big Splash
Friends don’t say mean things about you behind your back. Friends let you
play cricket with them even when they don’t need an extra fielder.
A falling-out with her friends drives thirteen-year-old Dhivya to seek solace in
the waters of the village tank. That day, she receives some advice and is sucked
into the world of competitive swimming, far away from her home near the
cotton fields in Siruganpur. Soon, she makes friends with another swimmer Ambika. Will Dhivya be able to hold on to this friendship?
Nivedha Ganesh spins fiction from facts with verve and imagination in a story
that’s humorous, relatable, and inspiring all at once.
Size 5.25” x 7.5”
ISBN 978–81–9440–715–7
Text: Nivedha Ganesh
Cover Design: Tanvi Parulkar

No Ticket, Will Travel
I can’t buy a ticket, but I really need to get on this train . . .
Chandrasekhar waits for a job and dreams of being back home with a
classmate he’s in love with. Aruna has lost
a slipper, and it was her only pair. Balu wishes he could trade his jackhammer
for a poetry book. Sadia and her son are sleeping beside their handmade dolls,
wondering what the future holds. Anjanamma makes up a story to soothe the
relentless sting of mosquitoes. Nagaraju sightlessly navigates the chaos of a
train station and puts out a plea to the universe.
Subuhi Jiwani traces six uncertain journeys from Andhra Pradesh to Kochi,
of migrants in search of work, survival and belonging.

Size 5.25” x 7.5”
ISBN 978–81–9440–717–1
Text: Subuhi Jiwani
Cover Design: Tanvi Parulkar

PARI Series
No Nonsense Nandhini!
I’m the boss. I make my own decisions.
Naresh has the world ’s coolest mother – she wakes up at midnight, dons a
miner’s lamp and goes to her field to harvest flowers. Will he be able to show
everyone at school that she’s a hero?
Aparna Karthikeyan tells the story of Nandhini, a remarkable woman who
juggles single parenthood and a sampangi farm in Sivagangai, Tamil Nadu.
Based on real events, this is a story about a woman who cultivates a cheery
disposition and stubbornly pursues her daring, unusual dreams.
Size 5.25” x 7.5”
ISBN 978–81–9440–716–4
Text: Aparna Karthikeyan
Cover Design: Tanvi Parulkar

Coming Home
What if we started our own school?
Eleven-year-old Selva’s home is a valley with swaying palms, fertile farms,
and freshwater pools – it’s paradise. But if he and his friends want to study
further, they’ll have to trek through the forest to the government school.
Selva is worried he will be forced to give up studies and migrate in a few
years, just like all the older children from the region, including his big
brother, Subbu. He doesn’t want to leave and find work in far-off mills and
factories – so he asks a simple question, “What if we started our own school?”
Priti David transports the readers to breathtaking Sittilingi Valley in
Dharmapuri, where a cast of earnest, resourceful, and ambitious children
look for a way to bring home the people they love.

Size 5.25” x 7.5”
ISBN 978–81–9440–715–7
Text: Priti David
Cover Design: Tanvi Parulkar
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